
National Police Remembrance Day Ceremony – Mandurah 
(Thursday September 24, 2020) 

This year’s local National Police Remembrance Day Ceremony was held at the Mandurah 
Bowling Club in Allnutt Street, Mandurah, and not in its traditional location of Eastlake 
Church, Greenfields. Despite this change the ceremony lost none of the solemn and sincere 
quality of tributes offered to those officers who’d sacrificed their lives whilst serving the 
community.  

The ’Acknowledgement to Country’ was delivered appropriately by A/Superintendent Geoff 
Regan, an Aboriginal police officer from the Aboriginal Affairs Division: 

“I would like to acknowledge the Bindjareb, Noongar people, the Traditional Custodians of 
the land we are meeting on today. I pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging 
and acknowledge any members of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community who 
are present here today.” 

Next was a stirring rendition of Advance Australia Fair, performed skilfully by the 
Foundation Christian College School Choir. 

Offerings were accepted by WA Police Chaplain, Keith Carmody. These were: 

• A pair of handcuffs as a sign of the overall fight against crime, working primarily for
its prevention, but also for its detection and punishment.

• A radar speed gun as a sign of the work for safety on the roads.
• A cap representing Operations, the ongoing general work in the field, including

emergency services.
• A manual representing the work of personnel, selection, employment and training.
• A radio representing services enabling police to keep in touch with each other.
• The ‘Police Service Philosophy and Code of Conduct’ representing the qualities

necessary for public confidence in the WA Police Force and its officers.

Names of the 85 police officers killed in the execution of their duty in Western Australia, 
since 1834, were read by Inspectors Stuart Mearns and Dean Snashall. 

Retired Senior Sergeant Wayne Cocking read the Police Ode and Chaplain Keith Carmody 
gave a moving and lengthy description of his role. He shared some heart-rending stories of 
cases he’d dealt with in the aftermath of death, especially when delivering the news to 
loved ones. 

A/Superintendent Pete Davies invited official guests and families and friends of deceased 
officers to lay wreaths and flowers below the podium. Once this was completed, Bugler, Ted 
Tate, played the ‘Last Post’; this was followed by one minute of silence. 

The ceremony concluded with a blessing delivered by Keith Carmody. 
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