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Well, for many of us spring has sprung most of us from our pandemic lives; I for one have enjoyed the opportunity of catching
up with friends and colleagues over a cuppa or a cold one.
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Our coffee mornings have gone down a treat since they resumed
with great attendances, and with everyone enjoying the company
there was a tendency to linger a little longer.

PRESIDENT
Mick Burnby
0429 887 991
mickburnby@gmail.com

DEPUTY PRESIDENT

Our next coffee morning will be held on Tuesday 13 October at
Walter’s River Café at Point Walter in Bicton. I am confident it
will be as well-attended as the last time; great coffee with a great
view.

Vic Smith
0417 940 822
vhsmith1936@gmail.com

The Spring BBQ at the Osborne Park Bowling Club on Wednesday
2 September was well-attended and everyone seemed to relish
the catch-up. It was a noisy affair and the crowd was in no hurry
to leave the venue – and that is always a great sign of a wellenjoyed event. See the full coverage on page 4.

Rod Burnby
08 9418 3502
rodkathburnby@westnet.com.au

The association’s AGM was held on 16 September, again at the
Osborne Park Bowling Club; I have reported on the AGM further
into this newsletter [see page 8].
Our commitment to making the website contemporary and newsworthy has seen an addition to the webmaster role: we now have
John Vivian and Mic Gooch working their magic. The pursuit of
interesting stories, quality assurance and timely inclusion on the
web will make it our number one communications method.
If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to log on, or you’re having
difficulty in accessing the website, please don’t hesitate to contact the secretary via email advising him of your issue. I am sure
he will respond and assist you quickly.
For the gardeners among us this is a great time of the year, our
flowers are blooming and vegetable crops are growing. I am
pleased that I caught up on my weeding, applied blood and bone
to all my plants and as luck would have it, the fertiliser was
washed in by the late September rains.
cont’d on page 3
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- by Mic Gooch, RPOA Webmaster
On 28 August 1998 Constable Cheryl Ann KLUMPER 10034 was
attached to the WA Police Traffic Operations Group. She was the
passenger in a marked police vehicle travelling south along
Wanneroo Road Wanneroo. At a point approximately four kilometres north of the intersection of Hester and Wanneroo Road
the vehicle left the road and went into the bush and crashed.
Constable Klumper was killed. She was 28 years old, and had
served just on two years having joined the WA Police Force on
26 August 1996.

It is believed Constable Klumper’s family are all in the eastern
states and, unfortunately, over the years contact with them has
been lost.
If anyone has any knowledge of their whereabouts Glen Moore is
keen to speak to them. He can be contacted on 0412 480 612
or by email at glensea@hotmail.com.

Shortly after the accident Sergeant Ted Jackson [now retired] and
some friends decided to construct and erect a roadside cross at
the site of the accident dedicated to Constable Klumper. Ted has
maintained the memorial ever since.
As Ted was finding it more difficult to get to the site he recently
asked the RPOA if they could assist with some arrangements to
care for the memorial.
After speaking to Ted and viewing the memorial, RPOA Welfare
Officer Glen Moore [retired sergeant first class], who lives nearby,
has taken on the task.

We will remember Constable Cheryl Klumper 10034

“Some people care too much. I think it’s called love.”

— Winnie the Pooh

Expressions of interest are sought from members
of Police School 1/1971
to participate in a half-century reunion next year.
It will be 50 years on 2 April 2021
since the school graduated,
and it is hoped to organise the reunion
around that date, somewhere in Perth.
Interested members are requested to contact
Murray Towton 0438 382 004
mtowton@gmail.com
Mick Patterson 0438 100 145

David Brewer
PRINCIPAL/DIRECTOR

08 9448 4111
0411 630 026
dave@forcerealestate.com.au

Suite 1, 6 Glengarry Drive
Duncraig WA 6023
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I am slowly settling into the secretary’s groove after a few
meetings over the past few months with our former secretary,
Mic Gooch. My first job was to record the AGM minutes and then
submit them to the Chamber of Mines as per one of our legislative requirements.

years in district management. I followed this up with overseas
stints where I assisted in building policing capacity, and I can
proudly say I was the inaugural CEO of the PCYC. I am one of ten
WA Police Force volunteers supporting Operation Tide with the
airport operations during the COVID-19 situation.

The secretary’s position is not highly sought after in most organisations, but is important for any association's survival. I take my
hat off to Mic and former secretaries for doing the job. And that
goes for other office bearers.

My interests are: motorcycle riding and this has taken me on the
Wall to Wall and Gibb River Road rides, and rides in Mongolia and
Russia. I love gardening and collecting toy soldiers from the
Roman period right through to the Vietnam conflict, much to the
dismay of my wife.

I am proud and keen to take the role on so that our association
can progress and continue to support our members and the overall police family. These are challenging times for us all, but our
association can weather this and move to a poignant point to
support each other and socialise with old and new mates.

I look forward to serving you and our committee to help our
association flourish state-wide.

My background: I have been in general operations, investigations, organisational reviews and reform, and towards my later

cont’d from page 1

Denise is happy with the fresh veggies and she is spoilt with
bunches of dark iris and the many coloured gladioli that I am
lucky enough to grow. Hopefully I will have plenty of young bulbs
to give out at the March BBQ.
Denise and I wish everyone a great finish to a year that was
somewhat testing for all of us and we would love to catch up with
many of you at this year’s Christmas show.
Till then stay safe and care about each other.

For regular news and updates go to
www.retiredpolicewa.org.au
and click on

MEMBER LOGIN
if you encounter a problem
contact the RPOA secretary

T HE

RPOA

APPRECIATES AND ACKNOWLEDGES THE

WONDERFUL ONGOING SUPPORT OF OUR ASSOCIATION
BY THE

P&N BANK

13 25 77

www.pnbank.com.au
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- by Vicki Wray-Watts, RPOA Committee Member
The RPOA Spring BBQ took place as scheduled on Wednesday
2 September at the lovely Osborne Park Sports Club, a mere nine
months since our last get-together, because of COVID-19.
We say thanks to the tight border closures keeping us Western
Australians virus-free in their Sandgroper plains; other states are
not so lucky, however appear to be recovering well or not.
We all know there are certain elements in a crowd who will not
comply causing delays and inconvenience for those that do.
Seventy-six colleagues and friends gathered to welcome a return
to near-normal and embrace the beginning of spring, usual day of
a few squally showers with a ‘spring is in the air’ feel.
You could say the numbers were down, but still a good size
crowd, with a lot of retirees [grey nomads many who are retired
coppers] floating around the state enjoying the warm balmy
north, or immersing themselves in wildflowers treks into the
wheatbelt areas. We are a roaming mob us lot.
The noise was almost deafening for the first hour, so many
friendships reunited. Those suffering from impaired hearing
either turned their hearing aids down or bore the distractions of
noise, and the others who don’t admit to diminished hearing did
lots of nodding because it was difficult to hear. Unfortunately that
is a consequence of being in an indoor open space wooden
floored area.
Thank you to our president, Mick Burnby, who once again did a
great job as MC keeping us all laughing.

Among our guests we had Jill Willoughby and her daughter
Leanne from WA Police Legacy, Helen Williams President of WA
Police Widows Guild, Chris Cassidy Treasurer of the WA Police
Historical Society, RPOA Life Members Vicki Bevis, Brian Fox, Des
Noonan and Vic Smith [unfortunately Kevin Kidd was unable to
attend due to ill health], and Grant and Trey from P & N Financial
Services.
In recognising our raffle sponsors on the day, we thank Spud
Shed, Force Realty, Albany Aviation, Joyce Wright, Peter and Lyn
Salapatas, and of course Jason the chef at the club. Their very
generous donations towards the raffle are greatly appreciated.
Speaking of the club, Helen and Jason and their staff did a
wonderful job in setting up the venue and providing great food
and service, their efforts are greatly appreciated and they go a
long way to making our get-togethers so successful.
The lovely yummy BBQ food was devoured, plenty for everyone,
all agreeing it was a lovely spread. The atmosphere was simply
fantastic.
Once again a great social event, maybe we’ll see more of you at
the next function, which is the Christmas luncheon set for
Wednesday 9 December, again at the Osborne Park Bowling
Club [for full details see the flyer on the last page of this
newsletter].
And don’t forget the regular coffee mornings, organised by the
committees in both metropolitan and country branch areas
[details on page 8].

Photos courtesy of
Vicki Wray-Watts

Above:
RPOA members, partners, friends enjoying a return to
socialising
Above right:
Val Barron and Nola Pense were among the Police Widows
in attendance at the BBQ
Bottom right:
Vicki’s artistic black and white shot giving the event a
touch of drama
Above right:
Anne Dorsa was lucky enough to collect a prize in the raffle
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Welfare and Support Program
for members of the
Retired Police Officers’ Association
WASP is there to respond to members who need
some support: to be put in touch with other
agencies or parts of the police family, including
the chaplains; or to assist with visits to unwell
members. If not required, there will be no intrusion.

Perth metro welfare officers
can be reached as follows:
G l e n M o o r e 0 412 4 8 0 61 2
Te r r y R a k i c h 0 419 9 0 6 743
V i c k i Wr ay - Wa t t s 0 41 2 7 9 8 9 61

Denis William JOHNSON 4106
Peter Brian SULLIVAN 2593
Sidney Albert WILD 3394
David Graeme PEET 4427
Jack Michael DEERING 2502
Lewi HASLER 2745
William Arthur PETTITT 3037
Wilma Olive CURRIE 2765
Catherine Bridget O’ROURKE 4540
Robert William PRICE 2146

[Northside]

J u d i Wa l to n 0 417 94 4 5 47
J o h n V i v i a n 0429 131 868
Greg Young 0423 027 990
[Southside/Eastside]

RPOA Chaplain
Joe Newbold 0451 166 458
or if you prefer to send an email

glensea@hotmail.com
terryrakich@hotmail.com
v.wray-watts@bigpond.com
judi.a.neal@bigpond.com
johnvivian34@gmail.com
black.stump@gmail.com
joenewbold@iinet.net.au

Regional welfare officers
are also available —
contact via branch secretaries

ODE TO A POLICE OFFICER
As the sun surely sets:
Dawn will see it arise,
For service, above self,
Demands its own prize.
You have fought the good fight:
Life’s race has been run,
And peace, your reward,
For eternity begun.
And we that are left,
Shall never forget,
Rest in peace friend and colleague,
For the sun has now set.
We will remember ...

THE RPOA APPRECIATES & ACKNOWLEDGES THE
GENEROUS ONGOING SUPPORT OF THE WAPU
w w w.wa p u.o r g.a u
08 9321 2155

We will remember.
Hasten the dawn.
[Written by Des Noonan and Barry May]
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- Jill Willoughby, WAPL Manager & Mick Burnby, RPOA President
Currently there are 382 widows, 7 widowers and 48
children under 21 years of age being supported by WA
Police Legacy.
The funds to enable assistance to them are dependent
upon kind donations from members, sponsors, and fund
raising activities conducted throughout Western Australia.

am, the team at Roebourne were fantastic with their fundraising
and community engagement and we are proud of our effort, and
the support of Karratha and Wickham members was also appreciated. The feedback from the riders was fantastic and I have
already booked accommodation at Beaches in Broome, we will
have a bigger and better ride next year, so come and join us.’

POLICE REMEMBRANCE DAY

KARRATHA TO BROOME BIKE MARATHON

Police Remembrance celebrations were held across the
state. They are usually held on 29 September, however
the demand for more events meant that organisers
across the districts and regions held them on alternative
dates to meet the needs of everyone.
I acknowledge and thank the organisers for including the retired
and former police officers in their catchments who wished to
attend and pay their respects to those who had made the
ultimate sacrifice. A number of wreaths were laid by members of
the Retired Police Officers’ Association of Western Australia on
behalf all members; we appreciate their commitment to such a
meaningful event.

The Karratha to Broome Bike Marathon has been held every year
for the last 26 years. The 843km bike ride through the Pilbara
and Kimberley is one of our premier fundraising events. This
year’s event commenced on the 12 August and, as expected, it
was very challenging to the 21 riders and their support crew.
Left:
A cold start to the
day for riders as
they await their turn
on the open road
Below:
Volunteers and
riders at Broome
Fishing Club at the
marathon’s end

‘We will remember them.’

CAMP FAIRBRIDGE
The calendar of events on the WAPL website informs that our
Police Legacy children have the opportunity to attend Camp
Fairbridge between 4 – 11 October. The kids love these camps
and, as I have often said, they get to renew acquaintances with
friends while those at home get some respite. The kids show
resilience and the volunteers show signs of exhaustion towards
the end. The common outcome is that they all love it.

BLOODY SLOW CUP
The Bloody Slow Cup is
being held for the 16th
consecutive year at
Capricorn Oval, Newman
from 23 – 25 October
2020. The sports will
commence on Friday 23rd
with the Remembrance
Ceremony on the morning
of Saturday 24th and the
‘Bloody Slow Cup’ later
that evening.

The riders completed the marathon ride in a sizzling 31 hours,
the second fastest ride in its history. There were no major issues
endured during the ride, however all of the riders and support
crew were exhausted. The Blue Family congratulate and thank
you individually and collectively for your efforts.
The OIC of Roebourne, Senior Sergeant Mark Barratt, said: ‘This
year had its challenges, we were on hold up until June, sadly
many of the riders had their leave modified or changed, and the
costs for riders and their equipment to come from Perth became
prohibitive.’
When asked if he was keen to do it again next year he said: ‘I

If you want to come and
witness one of the premier
events on the WA Police
Force and WA Police
Legacy calendars, contact
the Newman Police on
08 9175 4000
or email them at bscnewman@police.wa.gov.au
And if you have a few minutes why not check out their webpage
and view their 6 ½ minute Remembrance Ceremony video:

www.bloodyslowcup.com.au

cont’d on page 7
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- by Mic Gooch, RPOA Webmaster
The Sandover Medal presented to Graham ‘Polly’ Farmer in 1956
has been retained in Western Australia after many of the famous
footballer’s memorabilia items were recently offered at auction in
Melbourne.
The medal is now held in the private collection of Phil Sutton [yes,
our Phil Sutton] who successfully bid for it online for a staggering
$10,000. He also purchased Farmer’s 1956 Simpson Medal for
an additional $2,000.

Above:
Phil Sutton with the 1956 Sandover Medal won by
Graham ‘Polly’ Farmer

Photo courtesy of The West Australian, 16/08.2020

Phil, who is an avid
hoarder of
Claremont and
WAFL collectibles,
has a vast array of
material which he
often exhibits,
usually a couple of
times a year at the
Claremont Football
Club. Phil says the
medal will be the
centrepiece of his
next display.
I have asked Phil to
let us know when

the collection will next be on show so we can all go to see it.
Some interesting facts about Graham ‘Polly’ Farmer:
Born 10 March 1935 in North Fremantle; in his playing days Polly
stood 191cm weighing 94kg.
Polly passed away on 14 August 2019, and was honoured with a
state funeral at Perth Stadium.
From 1952 until 1961 he played 176 games for East Perth [the
mighty Royals] then 1962-67, 101 games for Geelong [the Cats]
before returning to West Perth [then known as the Cardinals]
from 1968-71 where he played 79 games. This made a total of
356 top league games. He represented WA in 31 games and
Victoria in five. He was involved in three premierships with East
Perth and captained Geelong for his last three seasons there. He
then captain/coached West Perth to two premierships.
In 1971 Polly received an MBE for services to football. These
days the Graham Farmer Freeway [or the ‘Polly-pipe’] honours his
name and reminds West Australians of what a legend he was.
My father-in-law, who played as a ruckman for South Melbourne
and Geelong between 1936 and 1943, reckons Polly was the
greatest knock ruckman he had ever watched.
Well done Phil, and we look forward to seeing the medal on
display in the near future.

cont’d from page 6

CON REGAN FOOTBALL MATCH

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER EVENTS

The Con Regan Football match has shifted from an evening to an
afternoon event; this year it will be held on Sunday 1 November.

The Widows Guild AGM is on 6 November and the WA Police
Legacy AGM is on 10 November.

This is intended to encourage families to attend and enjoy what
we hope will be a quality day of football and fun, followed by the
chance to pick up a great bargain at the fundraiser in the East
Fremantle Club rooms after the games.

Of course the calendar for December is heavily weighted to
those of us who like to party, starting with the Widows Guild
Xmas Lunch on the 4th, WAPL Hyatt Lunch on the 8th, the RPOA
luncheon on the 9th [see flyer on the last page of this newsletter],
WAPL River Cruise on the 15th, Mandurah luncheon on the 16th
and finally the Bunbury luncheon on the 17th.

For full details see the poster on See the poster on page 14 of
this newsletter.

LEGACY MERCHANDISE

w w w.p o l i c el eg ac y wa .o r g. au
140 Canning Highway

Thanks to everyone who purchased our colourful Bloody Slow
Cup T-shirts during our clearance sales and our remembrance
candles. All sales assist with financing the support to our in need
Police Legacy Families, so thank you. If you would like to see our
full range of merchandising please go to https://

www.policelegacywa.org.au/merchandise.

South Perth 6151
08 9468 2510
0409 290 169
wapl@
policelegacywa.org.au

What a year 2020 has been with the pandemic affecting all our
lives, well here at WA Police Legacy House we are keen to make
it a great finish to the year and hopefully set the scene for a wonderful 2021.
We wish you and yours a wonderful safe, healthy and happy lead
up to Christmas and hopefully your good deeds across the year
will be recognised and rewarded by the big man in the red suit.

VOLUME

4 — 2020

Page 8

- by Mick Burnby, RPOA President
An 11:04am start on Wednesday 16 September 2020 saw 29
members in attendance at the Retired Police Officers’ Association of WA Annual General Meeting at the Osborne Park Bowling
Club.
The meeting was conducted with the assistance of a PowerPoint
presentation and, after acknowledging those who extended an
apology for not attending, we paid our respect to those members
who had passed away during the year.

COMMITTEE – two positions continue [terms expire 2021] –
John Vivian and Greg Young
AUDITORS – members reappointed Rick Corkill and William
Leonard as auditors
PATRON – Commissioner of Police Chris Dawson reappointed
unopposed
The president acknowledged the efforts of outgoing secretary,
Mic Gooch:

The meeting progressed with the usual reports: president,
treasurer, Police Family Advisory Council, WA Police Legacy, and
branches – Mandurah, Mid-West and South West Branches. All
reports were well-received and the challenges of the year with
COVID-19 were emphasised. Regular communication was maintained during lockdown and the executive accepted that ‘by
being separated now, ensured that the next time we met meant
that no one would be missing’. Accolades for the Welfare and
Support Program officers’ efforts were expressed. There was a
commitment to making 2021 more interesting as COVID 19
restrictions ease and more social interaction available. The work
done by branches rounded off the highlights.

‘Mic, as part of the executive, has worked tirelessly for the past
five years in a demanding role and through a period of change
that saw our overall business mature into a modern association.
We are now better equipped to meet the needs of our members,
with timely and appropriate communications, an increased
commitment to the welfare unit, great results in securing
ongoing sponsorship and a positive influence to the development
and maintenance of our website. In fact, Mic has stepped aside
from his secretarial duties to commit his energy to assist in the
webmaster environment. So Mic, a big thank you for your past
and future efforts is extended by those present today as well as
the greater membership.’

The association executive and committee positions have terms
attached to their appointments and they are outlined below for
your information and consideration should you be interested in
applying for a position in the future.

And on commencing the association’s 2020/21 year:

Filling 2020/21 committee roles are:
PRESIDENT – Mick Burnby [term expires 2022
DEPUTY PRESIDENT – Vic Smith [term expires 2021]
SECRETARY – John [Jock] Gillespie elected unopposed for a 3year term on the retirement of Mic Gooch
TREASURER – Rod Burnby [term expires 2022]
COMMITTEE – two positions vacated 2020 – Vicki Wray-Watts
and Peter Bowring re-elected unopposed for a 2year term

‘I would also like to wish the incoming committee members the
very best in promoting and progressing our association and its
objectives. Vicki and Peter know what they can do to assist, and
it is pleasing to see that Jock Gillespie has accepted the role of
secretary. Jock has the energy and skills required to continue
progressing the association and I know that we will all enjoy
working with him, so congratulations Jock and thanks in
anticipation.’
The AGM concluded at midday with all those present remaining
at the club for lunch and the opportunity to discuss business and
in general to catch up.

Check on RPOA news as it happens ... … www.retiredpolicewa.org.au

- by Peter Bowring, RPOA Committee Member
The dates listed below are set for the remainder of the year,
but please double-check the website just in case we become
COVID-19 restricted again.
If you have any questions please contact me
on 0410 603 061 or email
peter_bowring@yahoo.com.au.
Tuesday 13 October at 10:00am
Walter’s River Café, Point Walter
Tuesday 17 November at 10:00am
Bassendean Dome
Tuesday 8 December at 10:00am
Coogee Dome

B R A N CH CO FF EE CLU BS
C H E C K WI T H B RA N CH I N C AS E CO V ID - 19
R E S T R IC TI O NS S T IL L A F F EC T D A T ES
S O U T H W E S T — fi r s t F r i d ay o f m o n th
e m a i l S o u th W e s t s e c r e t ar y
M A N D UR A H — l as t W e d n es d a y o f m o n th
e m a i l M a n du r ah s e cr e t ar y
G E R A LD T O N — t o b e c o n fir m e d
e m a i l G e ra l dt o n s e cr e t a r y
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Best wishes to everyone celebrating their birthday
in October, November, December
William Allan, John Allen, Stan Ashman, Pat Atkins, Tricia Back, Kenneth Ball, Paul Barfoot
Wally Barrett, Duane Bell, Todd Benthien, Rod Boehm, Boxy Box, Bob Brackenbury
Tony Brackenreg, Shirley Bradley, Laurie Brady, Fred Brennan, Robert Buckland, Colin Burton
Wayne Byfield, Kevin Byrne, Ian Calderwood, Pamela Carpenter, Rob Carson, Chris Cassidy
Jim Cave, Philip Clews, Tom Clews, Bill Collidge, Trevor Condren, Robert Coops, Sandra Court
Alan Cox, Allan Cresswell, Lyn Crew, Alan Cunningham, Ron Cusworth,
Lilly Cvijic, Dale Davies
Chris Dawson, Rowley Dickens, Robert Dixon, Lou Dorsa, Carol Eaton, Peter Eley, Colin Ellis
Stuart Estcourt, Steve Evans, Phil Evitt, Ron Fairclough, Barry Feasey, Al Finnegan, Colin Fletcher
Anne Ford, Brett Gmeiner, John Gorin, Bluey Grover, Kay Hallahan, Graham Harnwell, Mel Hay
Robert Hill, Alan Hirst, Dave Hitchman, Alan Hogarth, Kevin Holmwood, Jan Hooft, Len Hornsby
Geoff Humphreys, Paul Illich, Bernie Iriks, Frank Jansen, Gill Jones, Ron Jones, Brian Keed
Lloyd Kerferd, John Kermode, Bernadette Kidd, Kevin Kidd, Michael Kirkby, Paul La Spina
David Lampard, Frank Lawrence, Jenni Leete, Lloyd Little, Kevin Looby, Phil MacGregor
Bill Mansas, Ken Markham, Mike Mateljan, Nola Moffat, Ken Moore, Steve Moore , Glen Morfitt
Laurie Morris, Ken Mortimer, Paul Newman, Cheryl Newton, Des Noonan, Tim Norrish
Pete Northrop, Stephen Palmer, Ray Parkes, Michael Patterson, Nola Pense
Darrell Phillips-Jones, Frank Pimm, Kim Porter, Robert Porter, Kenneth Post, Gary Prior
Bill Raas, Terry Rakich, Ted Roncevich, Jim Scott, Roy Scott, Arthur Sharrett, Barry Shelton
Sandra Simmons, Steve Sloan, Dene Smith, Doug Smith, John Smith, Geoffrey Sorrell
Dave Stone, Philip Sutton, Len Thickbroom, Drew Thomson, Ivar Thomter, Neville Thorpe
George Vanderwiel, Allan Watson, John Weaver, Robert Weaver, Brian Werndly, Slim Whitman
John Wibberley, Ray Willers, Peter Williams, Jill Willoughby, John Withers

- by Vic Smith, RPOA Deputy President
On Friday 25 September 2020 Gold Squad
03/2020 graduated from the WA Police
Academy, and the RPOA Professional Conduct
Award was presented to Constable Kit
Goodridge 17103.
Congratulations go to Constable Goodridge,
the RPOA wishes you and your fellow graduates successful and happy careers in the WA
Police Force.

What a strange year 2020 has been for all of us, it’s flown by
when really it should have felt as though it was dragging. Hours
somehow turned into months, and here we are fast approaching
year-end.
It seems a bit odd to be wishing readers ‘a merry Christmas and
a happy new year’ in October but here it is as this is the last
newsletter of 2020.
It wouldn’t hurt if the ‘merry’ and ‘happy’ bits do come a little
early this year, we all deserve that with what we’ve gone
through.
Here’s hoping you’re all remaining safe and sane
and that 2021 is the year your dreams come true.

Lyn
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- by Jock Gillespie, RPOA Secretary

The Wall to Wall Ride [to the Wall of Remembrance, Canberra
ACT] has become an annual motorcycle adventure ride for
serving and retired officers, and non-serving supporters for the
past 11 years.

Thanks to our numbers, the Eucla Hotel opened their accommodation, restaurant and bar for dinner and breakfast [not the
bar!]. The owner and staff went out of their way to make it worthwhile. We recommend the Eucla Hotel.

What you may not know, is that any funds collected during
the ride are donated to National Police Legacies.
The early rides attracted many riders, averaging 40 to 50, but
over time rider numbers have varied. Like most events, you need
a driving force, otherwise they just fade away. The main stalwart
of these rides, supported by the Commissioners of Police across
the country, has been Inspector Vic Hussey who is the WAPF
representative on the National Wall to Wall Ride Committee.
The Vic-planned routes take you through beautiful parts of the
country and its gourmet treats, such as Wudina SA [renowned for
the community’s hospitality and custard], Maccas Port Augusta
SA, Great Ocean Road VIC, Vanilla Slices at Torquay VIC, The
Grampians VIC, into NSW, and ACT snowfields.

3

The COVID-19 situation changed this year’s route significantly.
Whilst the national event was cancelled, each state decided to do
their own Wall to Wall Ride for our fallen mates. Each state relayed their baton through their state to the borders for passing on
until they reached Canberra for the Remembrance Ceremony.

1

On Friday 4 September 2020, 16
riders left Midland
Maccas heading for
Norseman via
Toodyay [760kms]
where we stayed
overnight at the
Norseman Motel
with a BP Roadhouse meal.

Next day we travelled another 730kms to
Eucla and Border Village. The Eyre Highway
was eerily devoid of caravans and grey hair
[apart from our own], replaced by a constant
stream of long haulers.
At Border Village we were met by the SAPF
representatives at the SA/WA border where
our baton, protected in a safecase, was
handed over by Commander Alan Morton and
Inspector Vic Hussey watched by WAPF
border control personnel and riders.

2

The Eucla border is facing tough times, and
strictly adhering to COVID-19 hygiene practices because of the
many heavy haulage vehicles passing through.

Photos courtesy of
Jock Gillespie

4

5
1

Senior Constable Grantley Keenan and other
riders preparing to leave from Maccas Midland

2

The wide open highway, heading to Eucla
without the usual traffic

3

Commander Alan Morton and Inspector Vic
Hussey had over the WA baton at the border

4

The baton safely in the hands of SA police
representative Adrian Burnett

5

The scene as it is during COVID-19 border
closures, with assistance for the riders from
Sergeant James Brooker and Eucla Police; Dave
Booth in the foreground

On the Sunday we did the return leg to
Norseman, riding in 35 degree heat, and
into a strong blustery norwester, being
buffeted by the long haulage vacuums that
threatened to suck in our two novice riders.
cont’d on page 11
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cont’d from page 10

Amazingly, we saw our first live wombat near Mundrabilla Roadhouse. Yes, we did see it — confirmed by locals that they are out
and about searching for water. Normally, we only see road kill.
In Norseman we took over the local pub and Thai Restaurant.
Monday, we headed home.
The weather changed from 35 to 9.5 degrees and rain, summer
to winter gloves. It was sooo cold that we resorted to placing our
hands on the food warmers at the Coolgardie Roadhouse.
The riders who participated this year were: John Munday,
Hugh McDonnell, Alan Morton, Brian English, Jock Gillespie,
David Booth, Jenne Love, Vic Hussey, Dom Wood, Grantley
Keenan, Terry Westbrook, Dave Gianotti , Gary Walker, Les
Gordon, Jeff Webster.
Thankfully we made it home safely, the only mechanical issue
being my BMW bike chain.

- by Jan Beaumont
[submitted by RPOA Committee Member Vick Wray-Watts]
I'm normally a social girl
I love to meet my mates
But lately with the virus here
We can't go out the gates.
You see, we are the 'oldies' now
We need to stay inside
If they haven't seen us for a while
They'll think we've upped and died.
They'll never know the things we did
Before we got this old
There wasn't any Facebook
So not everything was told.
We may seem sweet old ladies
Who would never be uncouth
But we grew up in the 60s If you only knew the truth!
There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll
The pill and miniskirts
We smoked, we drank, we partied
And were quite outrageous flirts.

The Wall to Wall Ride nationally commemorates our fallen police
officers and culminates in a massive parade of interstate motorcycles through Canberra and round Parliament House to the
Police Wall of Remembrance.
If you want further information on this event click the below link:

https://walltowallride.com/

Then we settled down, got married
And turned into someone's mum,
Somebody's wife, then nana,
Who on earth did we become?
We didn't mind the change of pace
Because our lives were full
But to bury us before we're dead
Is like a red rag to a bull!
So here you find me stuck inside
For four weeks, maybe more
I finally found myself again
Then I had to close the door!
It didn’t really bother me
I'd while away the hour
I'd bake for all the family
But I've got no flaming flour!

Above:
Some of the WA Wall to Wall Riders at the National Police Memorial,
Canberra in 2016
Photo courtesy
of Jock Gillespie

KEEP CONTRIBUTING TO LEGACY
AFTER RETIREMENT
Salary deductions from serving police officers provide a
regular source of income for WA Police Legacy.
Most of us did this, but perhaps have overlooked
continuing that support since retiring.
Please consider contributing by way of tax-deductible
donations, either as a once-off or a regular
direct debit from your bank account.
You might even like to consider leaving a bequest in your
will for the benefit of the families of deceased officers.

Contact WA Police Legacy for further information—
details on page 7.

Now Netflix is just wonderful
I like a gutsy thriller
I'm swooning over Idris
Or some random sexy killer.
At least I've got a stash of booze
For when I'm being idle
There's wine and whiskey, even gin
If I'm feeling suicidal!
So let's all drink to lockdown
To recovery and health
And hope this awful virus
Doesn't decimate our wealth.
We'll all get through the crisis
And be back to join our mates
Just hoping I'm not far too wide
To fit through the flaming gates!

https://www.facebook.com/
janbeaumontpoetry/
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- by Peter Thomas, Mandurah Branch Publicity Officer
MANDURAH BRANCH AGM 2020
The proposed Mandurah Branch
AGM commenced at 10:30am on
Wednesday 23 September 2020.
It was chaired by the Association
President, Mick Burnby, who had
kindly volunteered to step in due
to the following circumstances:
Former Branch Manager, Graeme College - resigned earlier in
the year.
Branch Vice Manager, Brian Eddy - undergoing medical
treatment in hospital.
Secretary, Anne Ford - in hospital.
Treasurer, Brian Johnson – unavoidable medical appointment.
The meeting had the required quorum; however, because of a
sparsity of 2020/21 committee nominations the requirements
as dictated by the RPOA’s current constitution couldn’t be met,
forcing the AGM to be deferred to a future date.
Starkly evident from scanning around the meeting hall was the
advanced age and a range of varying disabilities of most of
those present. Despite their vast numbers, young and eminently
capable members of our branch were absent.
Before the COVID-19 outbreak, for more than a decade the same
group of people have stepped forward to provide a range of
activities; not least of these was the establishment of monthly
coffee club meetings spread around the Peel region. In the past
few years, an average of 40 members have attended each of
these lively gatherings.
Our annual ‘Big Breakfast’ and Christmas luncheon events are
now legendary, attracting members from all over the state.
Places are often sold out well before the RSVP dates. Coach trips
to fascinating places have been a huge success. These have
included sold-out journeys to Australind, the Special Air Service
Regiment’s Museum in Swanbourne, etc.
Many of those former stalwarts of our branch are tired and are
no longer prepared to carry the load alone, so please, you much
younger, fitter, and talented members, do your bit otherwise our
branch is in danger of folding.
The deferred AGM will be held in a few weeks’ time, after the
school holidays, when many of our ‘Grey Nomads’ have headed
south again. A bulletin advising the new date will be sent to
members in the near future.
The Mandurah Branch is considering a new committee structure
that would comply with the constitution and cover off on the
tasks required by the branch.
The new structure would be: branch manager, secretary and
treasurer plus a minimum of three committee. The previous
committee met bi-monthly with any urgent business being
addressed through electronic communication. This worked
well and will continue.
Nomination forms have already been sent out to members,
however the chairman of the meeting will call for nominations
from eligible members present at the deferred AGM.
If you think you would like to be involved in the management of
our branch why not enquire with the writer to understand our
business and ask any questions you may have.
• Branch Publicity Officer — Peter Thomas
0407 474 035

MANDURAH’S SOCIAL EVENTS
DATES & VENUES FROM OCTOBER 2020
Details of upcoming COFFEE CLUB events are as follows:
10am 28/10/2020:
10am 25/11/2020:

Sharky's Restaurant Bar and Grill
Shop 1/4 Zephyr Mews
Dolphin Quay
Dome Café
Shop 27a 420 Oasis Drive
Secret Harbour

Any changes to the above dates or venues will be passed on to
members immediately.
Members, widows/widowers and their loved ones or friends from
other branches are always welcome.
At this stage, due to uncertainty relating to the availability of our
traditional CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON venue, we are unable to
provide details of this year’s event. However your committee is
working hard to establish an outcome as quickly as possible and
will notify members once this has been achieved.

NATIONAL POLICE REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONY
MANDURAH, Thursday 24 September 2020
This year’s local National Police Remembrance Day Ceremony
was held at Mandurah Bowling Club in Allnutt Street Mandurah,
and not in its traditional location of Eastlake Church Greenfields.
Despite this change the ceremony lost none of the solemn and
sincere quality of tributes offered to those officers who have
sacrificed their lives whilst serving the community.
The ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ was delivered appropriately
by Acting Superintendent Geoff Regan APM, an Aboriginal police
officer from the Aboriginal Affairs Division:
“I would like to acknowledge
the Bindjareb, Noongar
people, the traditional
custodians of the land we
are meeting on today. I pay
my respects to elders past,
present and emerging and
acknowledge any members
of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander community
who are present here
today.”
Next was a stirring rendition of ‘Advance Australia
Fair’, performed skilfully by
the Foundation Christian
College Choir.

Above:
Acknowledgement of Country by A/Supt
Geoff Regan APM
Photo courtesy of WA
Police Force Photographer
David Forbes 10859

Offerings were accepted by WA Police Chaplain Keith Carmody.
These were:
A pair of handcuffs as a sign of the overall fight against crime,
working primarily for its prevention, but also for its detection
and punishment.
A radar speed gun as a sign of the work for safety on the roads.
A cap representing operations, the ongoing general work in the
field, including emergency services.
A manual representing the work of personnel, selection,
employment and training.
cont’d on page 13
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cont’d from page 12

A radio representing services enabling police to keep in touch
with each other.
The ‘Police Service Philosophy and Code of Conduct’ representing the qualities necessary for public confidence in the WA
Police Force and its officers.
The names of the 85 police officers killed in the execution of
their duty in Western Australia since 1834 were recited by
Inspectors Stuart Mearns and Dean Snashall.
Retired Senior Sergeant Wayne Cocking read the Police Ode and
Chaplain Keith Carmody gave a moving and lengthy description
of his role. He shared some heart-rending stories of cases he has
dealt with in the aftermath of death, especially when he is
delivering the news to loved ones.
Acting Superintendent Pete Davies
invited official guests and families
and friends of deceased officers to
lay wreaths and flowers below the
podium. Once this was completed,
Bugler Ted Tate played the ‘Last
Post’; this was followed by one
minute of silence.

2

1
3

The ceremony concluded with a blessing delivered by Chaplain
Carmody.
Photos courtesy
of WA Police Force
Photographer
David Forbes
10859

4

WAYNE [THE LEGEND] COCKING
It has just come to light that our very
own Wayne Cocking, at the age of 14
years, may have been a world cricket
record holder in 1962.
A faded article from The West
Australian dated Tuesday 17 April
1962, reporting Wayne ‘took eight

wickets in one over bowling for
Como’, has just been retrieved from
ancient archives; it is reproduced here
►►►
And for those
readers who
enjoy a statistic
or two, the latest
information from
Guinness World
Records is at the
far right.

Acknowledgements:
The West Australian www.thewest.com.au
Guinness World Records www.guinnessworldrecords.com
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Bugler Ted Tate plays the Last Post

2

Police widows Nonie Browner and Norma Pritchard lay a
wreath for Police Legacy

3

Police Chaplain Keith Carmody blesses those in attendance

4

Foundation Christian College Choir

Most wickets taken in a single over in a
professional cricket match
Across all formats, three cricketers have taken
five wickets in a six-ball over:
Neil Wagner [New Zealand; W-W-W-W-dot-W],
for Otago against Wellington in the Plunket
Shield at the Queenstown Events Centre, New
Zealand, on 6 April 2011; Al-Amin Hossain
[Bangladesh; W-2-W-W-W-W], for the UCB-BCB
XI against Abahani Limited in the Victory Day
T20 Cup at Sylhet International Cricket
Stadium, Bangladesh, on 26 December 2013;
Abhimanyu Mithun [India; W-W-W-W-wide-1-W],
for Karnataka against Haryana in the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy in Surat, India, on 29 November 2019.
Four of Wagner’s five victims in the three-day
first-class match were bowled; the first in the
sequence was caught.
All five of Hossain’s wickets were caught. He
was the first bowler to achieve the feat in a
Twenty20/limited overs match.
All five of Mithun’s single-over scalps were
caught. He, too, took his wickets in a Twenty20
match. No cricketer had taken five wickets in
six balls in an international match, as of 29
November 2019.

Wednesday
9 December
12:00 for 12:30pm
on

at the

Osborne Park
Bowling Club
31 Park Street Tuart Hill

ACKNO WLEDGEMENT &

BOOKING SLIP

I …………………………................…………………….… and my wife/partner …...…………............…………………….
will be attending the RPOA’s Christmas Luncheon 2020.
Enclosed is
Cheque
Money Order
Direct Debit made out to The Retired Police Officers’ Association
for the amount of $ ........... for …... persons at a cost of $40.00 per person. This also covers wine, beer and soft
drinks during the meal. Dietary intolerances can be catered for — please advise at time of booking.
Direct debit banking details are: P&N Bank BSB: 806-015 Account No. 01501453.
Please ensure your name is entered in the ‘reference’ section of the ‘funds transfer’ form, and that you also
either mail or email this acknowledgement slip to the Treasurer, Rod Burnby.

* Book early to avoid disappointment!
* No payment will be taken at the door
Signed.………....…………………………...………………………..
Address..………..………………………………………………….…
Phone...….………...….………………………………………………
Email….…………....…………….……………………………….…..

* RSVP by 30 November
* Raffle on the day
MAIL TO:
Rod Burnby
50 Leaside Way
Spearwood WA 6163
EMAIL:
rodkathburnby@westnet.com.au

Due to COVID-19 restrictions the number in attendance will be limited to 120
to allow for adequate social distancing at tables of 8.

